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It would appear that we here have to welcome a

Chinese journal, well supported, that is making a deter-
mined effort to introduce the best meteorological methods
to the people of China and to give them, as well as Euro-
gea.ns, prompt publication of the observational results
rom the iated Chinese observers. The character of
the contributions to the journal may necessarily be less
advanced in treatment for a few years, but they will
undoubtedly reflect the growth of meteorological knowl-
edge and interest in China, and it is the sincere wish of
the United States Weather Bureau that the Peking Jour-
nal of Meteorology and Astronomy will long continue to
be the worthy representative of China’s increasing interest
in meteorological subjects.

In closing, 1t only remains to emphasize the desirability
of the Journal publishing résumés of its important con-
tributions in a western language.—o. a., jr.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS ON U. S. LIGHTSHIPS.
By H. E. Wizriaums, Meteorologist in Charge.
[Dated: Weather Bureau, Washington, D. C., May 1, 1917.)

The maintaining of special meteorological stations on
lightships is & new departure in United States Weather
Bureau work, the service being recently established.

Several attempts had been made by the Bureau to
secure re%orts from light vessels off the Atlantic coast,
notably the one off Cape Hatteras, but without success.
On September 18, 1915, the Secretary of Commerce ad-
dressed a letter to the Secretary of Agriculture informing
him that an appropriation was available for a first-class
light vessel on Nantucket Shoals, Mass., and asking if
the Weather Bureau would be interested in obtaining
observations and reports from this station, and also
informing the Secretary that in September, 1912, “‘ar-

ments were made at the request of the Navy Depart-
ment for certain weather observations to be made on this
vessel, such observations being broadcast from the vessel
by radio three times each day.” Subsequent correspend-
ence developed the fact that the observations for the
Navy Department consisted of the state of the weather,
direction and force of the wind, and character of the sea.

The fore%oingb offer was accepted by the Weather
Bureau, and subsequently permission was obtained to
establish stations on three other lightships, making a
total of four which were established, as follows:

Diamond Shoals Lightship No. 71, N. C., to date March
10, 1916 (Instructions 87, 1916);

1:‘_:'Iying Pan Shoals Lightship No. 94, N. C,, to date
April 22, 1916 (Instructions 39, 1916);

pNa.ntucket Shoals Lightship No. 85, Mass., to date
A t 19, 1916 (Instructions 87, 1916);

eald Bank Lightship No. 81, Tex., to date November
1, 1916 (Instructions 87, 1916).

The equipment consists of 1 marine barometer, 3 ex-
posed thermometers, 2 anemometers, and 1 single-register.

Two observations are taken each day and radiographed
to the nearest land station, and thence by telegraph to
Washington. The usual elements are observed, except
the rainfall is not measured.

The designation of the observers is ‘‘Observers light-
s];i&” and they receive pay at the rate of 25 cents for
each observation.

The establishment of meteorological observatories on
United States lightships described above is the latest
g];:se in the utilization of these marine outposts for the

efit of United States sea traffic. As sooa as the com-
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mercial success of wireless communication was evident
the Weather Bureau began to arrange for the distribu-
tion of forecasts to outgoing and incoming ships by that
method from conveniently located lightships, and the
system was in action by July, 1902.! %u.ropea.n weather
services had established meteorological instruments on
the lightships in the Baltic, the North Sea, and elsewhere
as early as about 1900.

It is to be anticipated that the anemometer observa-
tions thus to be secured by a registering and recording
instrument will be of the greater interest to the student
of atmospheric mechanics and dynamics.—c. A, jr.
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AVALANCHE WIND AT JUNEAU, JANUARY 26, 1917.

By M. B. Summers, Meteorologist and Section Director.

[Dated: Weather Bureau, Juneau, Alaska, Feb. 19, 1917.]

An avalanche wind occurred near Juneau, Alaska,
on January 26, 1917, at 9 a. m., as the result of a heavy
snowslide into Gold Creek Gulch.

An unusual amount of snow had accumulated on the
sloge of Mount Juneau, which has an east-west trend
and an altitude of about 3,500 feet. The southern
slope is quite precipitous and at its foot is & narrow
ravine or gulch. Winding along the opposite or south-
ern bank of this ravine at about 50 feet above the floor
is a roadway with a heavy plank walk along its outer
edge. Just bhelow the plank walk, yet some distance
above the bottom of the ravine stood three cabins.
These cabins happened to stand jII\]St opposite the 150
feet broad section of the north bank where the snowslide
occurred. The force of the blast generated by the down-
rushing snow was sufficient to completely demolish the
cabins and their débris was carried 100 feet up the slope
in company with the 4 by 4 inch timbers and 12 by 2
inch cross planks of the walk. Another indication of the
force of this wind is given by a large piece of concrete
cement chimney which was also carried up the slope with
as much apparent easc as were the other fragments. It
appears that the wind had a lateral as well as a forward
component, as was evidenced by the destruction of & cabin
500 feet down the gulch in the direction of Juneau, the
edge of the city being only about a quarter of a mile
away. The force of the wind was felt throughout the
city, and carried with it a blinding whirl of snow that
came with a suddenness that was startling and that
enveloped the city in a pall of semidarkness for several
minutes. Unfortunately the Weather Bureau anemo-
meter had not yet been installed, and the velocity is
therefore not known.

It should be borne in mind that the snow did not pile
up on the opposite side of the gulch and that it did not
at any point touch the buildings that were demolished.
The destruction wrought was due entirely to the force
of the wind generated by the great velocity of the slide
as it neared t%le. bed of the gulch.

Photographs showing the agpearance of the slide and the
resulting damage are inclosed. These were taken in the
afternoon about five hours after the phenomenon oc-
curred and during which interval nearly an inch of snow
had fallen, thus rendering the débris less conspicuous
than would otherwise have been the case.

Two other slides occurred on the same slope during
the same forenoon and within a mile of the one above
described. In one of these two men who were working
on an electric transmission line lost their lives.

1 See G, W, Smith In this REVIEW, 1014, 42 ; 544.
Also footnote to article by Dr. P. Polig in this REVIEW, December, 1908, 36 : 407.



